
Journalism I 
Advisor: Mr.  Clark  
 School Phone: 716-939-2554 ;     E-mail: cclark@globalccs.org 

Course Description: This course teaches students how to prioritize, synthesize, and articulate information in a professional manner. Students are encouraged to examine issues with fairness, objectivity, and sensitivity to privacy and community mores.  Techniques of journalistic style and planning for publication are studied.  Students will also learn and implement journalistic and publication skills such as: writing, photography, design, layout, and business as they produce the school newspaper. 
NOTE:  Students may take this course more than once.  Those students who have already taken the course before will reinforce the skills necessary to produce the school newspaper and will be evaluated on the quality of the product and the improvement of such required skills.

Materials needed: a four-pocket, sliding portfolio with five dividers, signed computer-use form, pocket-sized notebook, a red pen (for correction only), highlighters, dark blue/black ink pens; a flash drive with 1 GB min. capacity; a ream of computer paper (photographers only)

Texts: Strunk, Jr., William and White, E.B. The Elements of Style ;  Scholastic Journalism ; 
Course Objectives:  The Journalism student will:

1. Improve Standard English speaking, writing, listening and reading comprehension skills.

2. Study the history of journalism and its importance to a free society.

3. Collect, organize, evaluate, analyze, and present information

4. Compose journalistically using clear, concise Standard English. 

5. Critically read, discuss and analyze world and local issues objectively.

6. Learn the ethics of journalism and the responsibility of a newspaper to the community it serves. 

7. Acquire business and advertising skills necessary to produce a newspaper

Course Content: 

Week 1: 
Professional Ethics and Journalistic Responsibility; Gathering the News 

Week 2: 
Making the Interview Work; Five Ws and H and Inverted Pyramid/Writing the News Story

Week 3:

Writing the Feature Story; The Analytical Review  

Week 4: 
Writing the Sports Story/Editorials  

Weeks 5-10:
Ad Selling techniques; Production of Issue #1; Online Issues #1, #2

Weeks 11-14
Production of Issue #2; Online Issue #3

Weeks 13 
Production of Issue #2; Review; Production of Issue #2
Weeks 15-18 
Production of Online Issue #4; Production of Issue #3

Weeks 19-24 
Production of Online Issues #5, #6; Production of Issue #4
Weeks 25-32
Production of Online Issues #7,  #8; Production of Issue #4

Weeks 33-36
Production of Online Issues #9, #10

Grading Criteria

Participation: 10%

Advertisements/Fundraising: 10%

Deadlines/Journalism Assignments: 65%

Final/Portfolio: 15%

Classroom Procedures and Policies

Daily Procedures
1. Be in your assigned seat with materials ready before the bell has rung.  Student is responsible for possessing his/her own materials and bringing them to the classroom. Provided materials will come at a non-monetary cost.
2. All assignments to be turned must be labeled according to Journalism policies and written (or typed) in black lead pencil (if accepted) or dark blue or black ink for full credit.

  

3. Those wishing to participate in class must make his/her request known and wait until he/she is recognized.  Complete silence during exams, quizzes and designated times.
 

4. Students are to remain on task in his/her seat (unless otherwise directed) until the instructor dismisses the class.  In case of emergency or drill, student is to follow instructions and remain with class.

5. Make-up work (when permitted) is issued upon request.

6. Homework will be assigned Monday through Friday and posted on the whiteboard.  

Tardy Policy

Students who enter as the bell is ringing will be counted tardy and must have a tardy pass signed by an teacher  to enter.



Make-up Work

1. Late assignments lose between 17% to 30% per day.


2. Make-up work is permitted only with a valid note within three days of a student’s return to class.

3. Student is responsible for scheduling make-up test or quiz with instructor.  



4. Make-up work must be turned in within three school days of its assignment, unless otherwise noted.

5. Work turned in during an out-of-school suspension will receive a grade no higher than 70%.

6. Plagiarized or copied work will receive a zero and cannot be made up under any circumstance.

Classroom Rules and Code of Conduct

In this classroom, you will be held accountable if you do not: 
1. Come to class on time and prepared.
2. Follow school and journalism handbook rules and class procedures.

3. Use appropriate language.

4. Refrain from eating (candy included) and drinking near/while using equipment
5. Respect your teacher, other teachers, yourself, your parents/guardians, and fellow students.

Missed deadlines result in the following consequences: 1st offense: suspension from staff/alternate assignments; 2nd offense: zeroes on all related assignments (photo requests, interview requests, final draft, peer editing, final edited draft); 3rd offense: permanent removal from staff/alternate assignments

Pass/Badge abuse results in the following consequences: 1st offense: warning**; 2nd offense: suspension from staff/alternate assignments for a week; 3rd offense: permanent suspension from staff/alternate assignments

Cursing/inappropriate language results in the following consequences: 1st offense: warning**, 2nd offense: teacher/student conference; 3rd offense: after-school detention

Unprepared for class (i.e. no staff badge, staff shirt, necessary materials to complete assignments): 1st offense: warning**, 2nd offense: after-school detention/teacher conference; 3rd offense: suspension from staff/alternate assignments.

Eating in the classroom results in the following consequences: 1st offense: warning**, 2nd offense: after-school detention; 3rd offense: parent notification

· Cell phones, two-ways or any “banned object” mentioned in the Student Handbook used in class results in immediate confiscation and administrative referral.

· Disobedience, disrespect or insubordination may skip consequences determined by the offense.  (Profanity/inappropriate language used against the instructor results in immediate removal from staff).

· Students (barring an extraordinary circumstance) who remain outside the classroom longer than allowed with an agenda forfeit pass privileges for a specified length of time and any work missed will result in a score no higher than 70%.

· Climbing on, throwing or destroying class property will be addressed by offense.

· Missing a scheduled make-up assessment without valid excuse equals an F with no retake.

· Class cuts or removal for misbehavior results in an automatic zero for any missed assignment and related assignments, test, and/or quiz and a referral.  

· Instructor will address behavior outside the written code.

*Student may incur further consequence if he/she continues to misbehave in a different fashion.  

**Depending on the severity of the infraction, additional consequences may be levied.

I have thoroughly read and understood the classroom policies and procedures as well as the district’s discipline code rules and dispositions (consequences) and the Classroom Rules and Code of Conduct.  In the case classroom policies and procedures or Classroom Rules and Code of Conduct conflict with district code rules and consequences, then the district’s mandate will be followed.

Signature: __________________________________________________________ (Student)

Signature: __________________________________________________________ (Parent/Guardian) 

