Study Guide: Journalism Matters Chapter 3

NAME:___________________
What is News?



DATE: ____________

Chapter vocabulary (23 terms)


news


gatekeeper 


timeliness


prominence


proximity


conflict


impact


human interest


run 

wire service


tip


budget


top story


news hole


news flow


cut

deadline

column inch

news judgment

beat


local angle


localize


futures file

CHARACTERISTICS of NEWS (the prom princess captured intense hostility)

timeliness – characteristic of news story about an event that is reported as soon as it happens

prominence- characteristic of news story about someone whose name or job is well known and easily recognized by the public

proximity- characteristic of news story that happens close to home

conflict- characteristic of news story that involves two sides engaged in a battle from which one will emerge the winner (war, sports, election)

impact- characteristic of news story based on the effect or consequence the story will have on the audience

human interest- characteristic of news story about people, usually those involved in some emotional struggle

1) Explain the beat system. (p. 65)

2) Name two wire services. Explain what a wire service does. (p. 55)

3) New York Times motto (p. 48 sidebar)

4) Sources of income for news media (p. 64)

5) Who sets editorial policy? (p. 63)

6) Characteristics of news (list and explain)

7) Discuss how fact, interest and audience play a role in deciding which stories are news. (p. 55)

8) Be able to give examples of stories that require editorial policies to guide reporters as they decide what is publishable news. (pp. 55-57)

9) Localize a national news story. (p. 66)

10) Support your opinion about which of the characteristics that make up a news story is most important. Be able to apply your reasoning to a story in the news currently.

11) FCC-What is it? How does it work? (p. 63)

12) What kind of material makes up a news story? (pp. 49-54)

13) How is the top story determined? (pp. 55-57)

14) How much of a 30-minute news show is made up of the news? (p. 60)






